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Upcoming 
Events 

♦ Matric Trial 
Examinations  

♦ Public Holiday : 
Heritage Day 

♦ School Holiday : 
Grade 8-11 

♦ Guided Run from 
Bike & Bean : 6am 
on Thursdays 

♦ DHS Foundation 
Trust Golf Day @ 
Mt Edgecombe 

♦ SGB Parents AGM 
& Budget Meeting 

♦ End of Term 3 
♦ Start of Term 4 
NSC Matric Final 

Exams Begin 
 

We have now entered a new phase 
with the State President’s 
announcement that we are moving to 
Alert Level 1 as of Sunday, 20 
September 2020. This reflects a 
decrease in Covid-19 related 
transmissions throughout the country. 
Over the next week or so, we will 
receive more specific information as 
to how this will impact the 
Educational sector. As always, we 
believe we are well prepared to deal 
with any adjustments as required of 
us.  
 
At this time, I need to commend the 
DHS community for their resilience 
and support shown over the past six 
months. We have adapted to a very 
different reality and I have been 
immensely proud of our parents, boys 
and staff through these times. The 
attendance of our boys and staff at 
school has been outstanding. I 
encourage the few boys who have 
stayed away, due to co-morbidities, to 
now return to school as we edge 
closer to the end of the year and year-
end assessments.  
 
Whilst receiving work on G-suite has 
assisted through these tough times, it 
never compensates for the value of 
the classroom experience. We need 
our boys back at school and back into 
a routine. Their interaction with their 
friends, classmates and educators is 
invaluable at an emotional and 
psychological level. I remind our boys 
though, that we do not compromise 
on our values or expectations, so I 
expect them to look like DHS 
Gentlemen and behave like DHS 
Gentlemen. 
 
Our Matrics are well into their Trial 
Examinations and I wish them all the 
best. You are by now aware that 

Thursday, 24 September is a Public 
Holiday, when we celebrate Heritage 
Day. Normally, the Friday would have 
been declared a School Holiday, but 
this year has not reflected that. Whilst 
I realize the irony of my earlier plea 
for our boys to attend school, we 
have decided to have our Grades 8 – 
11 boys take Friday as a school 
holiday, therefore allowing for a long 
weekend. This allows families to take 
a long weekend trip if required, and 
allows our staff to recharge their 
batteries for the long haul of the rest 
of the year. It also allows us to deep 
clean all classrooms on Friday, 25 
September 2020. The relevant Matrics 
will still attend school, as they write a 
Provincial Physical Sciences exam on 
this day.  
 
Our roles as parents has never been 
more important. Our cause is a noble 
one, reflected in the following quotes:  
 
“It is easier to build strong children 
than to repair broken men.” 
- Frederick Douglas 
 
“Children are educated by what the 
grown-up is, and not by their talk.” 
- Carl Jung 
 
And on a lighter note, 
 
“Most children threaten at times to 
run away from home. This is the only 
thing that keeps some parents going.” 
- Phyllis Diller 
 
Keep healthy.  
Keep safe.  
Deo Fretus. 
 

A D PINHEIRO 
Head Master  
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Over the past few months three of our 
staff members left Durban High 
School. Unfortunately, with the 
sudden and unexpected move into 
lockdown a week before the end of 
Term 1, and then the COVID-19 safety 
protocols which were put in place 
nationwide, we have not had the 
opportunity to wish them a formal 
farewell.  
 
The first staff member we need to pay 
homage to is long-serving educator 
and HOD, Ms Jeanette du Preez, who 
has retired after 26 years of service to 
our school, after two as a teacher 
assistant. Her colleague, fellow HOD 
and friend, Mr R Smyth, had this to 
say about Ms du Preez. 
 
“I have the privilege to bid farewell to 
Ms Jeanette du Preez who, in her 26 
years of service to Durban High 
School, definitely made a name for 
herself and left her mark on this 
school. 
 
Ms du Preez started at DHS in 1992, 
the first two years as a teacher 
assistant, joining the Afrikaans 
Department. In true Ms du Preez 
style, she quickly established herself 
as a no-nonsense, get the job done 

Farewells - Ms Jeanette du Preez 
Educator. The boys respected and 
admired her ethos; hers was a class 
where you got your work done and 
had every opportunity to do well. 
Along the way an unfortunate few 
experienced the fearsome Ms du 
Preez and even the biggest got sorted 
out - she was difficult, stubborn, 
uncompromising and in her own 
words “if you don’t do your work, I 
can be a total witch!” On the very few 
occasions that the discipline heads 
went to her classroom it was already 
too late, instead it was the school 
counsellor who was needed to put a 
hapless boy back together. 
 
Ms du Preez served on several 
committees during her time spent at 
DHS - Cultural, Awards, Pastoral, 
Academic and the 2016 150th 
Celebrations. Ms du Preez enjoyed a 
very successful career, she moved 
across to join the History Department 
in 2006 and was soon appointed 
Subject Head. She was appointed to 
the position of HOD in 2013. Whilst 
serving on these committees she 
developed her reputation for 
attention to detail and accurate 
record keeping. Both the Academic 
staff and the Sports coaches quickly 
learned to submit information about 
the boys correctly, fully and 
accurately. On the sports field the 
culture is shortening names or using 
nicknames. When Ms du Preez came 
into the meetings names like 
“Cheese” disappeared and Jono 
became Jonathan. 
 
To fully appreciate Ms du Preez’s 
contribution you simply had to 
observe her office. My office was two 
doors away from hers and hence I was 
afforded that opportunity. There was 
a constant string of staff, sports 
coaches needing assistance with 
administration tasks and colleagues 
needing important information. Ms du 
Preez welcomed discussions, she 
shared readily and always had time to 
help.  
 
This brings me to one of her most 
memorable colleagues Mr Justin 

Ward; they had a very strong 
friendship and they shared many 
laughs and a common love of teaching 
History. Mr Ward was an excellent 
Educator, but his time management 
was a challenge - in steps Ms du Preez 
helped him, nurtured him and 
supported him. We will never forget 
his staffroom renditions mimicking 
her calling him to do his work like a 
naughty child. 
 
As you have gathered, Ms du Preez 
did not simply apply for a job and 
become a member of the group; she 
formed strong and loyal bonds with 
those she worked. She was a stalwart 
on the Academic Committee, assisting 
Mrs Vermaak throughout her journey 
as the Deputy in charge or Academics. 
Along the way they formed a firm 
friendship and supported each other 
through the challenges and demands 
of a rapidly changing education 
environment. As well as the very 
difficult times of both losing parents.  
 
Possibly one of Ms du Preez’s 
favourite projects was working with 
Mr Alan Norton on the 150th 
Celebration Committee in 2016, who 
since then was referred to as “Al My 
Pal”. She took responsibility for the 
2016 Museum project comprising of 
nine themes; every five weeks the 
displays were built up and then taken 
down to make way for the next to 
recognise all the activities offered by 
the school. It was a daunting project 
which was handled by her with real 
passion. 
 
Ms du Preez definitely left her mark 
on the many young men who passed 
through her hands. Her energy, 
enthusiasm and passion for the school 
was unquestionable. She will be 
missed by all at Durban High School. 
 

Mr R Smyth 
HOD : Maths & Sciences 

Friend & Colleague       
 
Next week we will bid adieu to Mr 
Mike Balkissoon and Mrs Lynne 
Worth. 

Ms Jeanette du Preez 
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Durban High School 
255 St Thomas Road 

Musgrave 
4001 

Phone: 
(031) 277 1500 

Fax: 
(031) 277 1555 

E-mail: 
sdrew@durbanhighschool.co.za 

We’re on the Web! 
www.durbanhighschool.co.za 

Inspired by our past, 
Committed to our future 

Friday 18 September 
Grade 12 Trial Exams - MATH/MLIT P1 

(3hrs) : 09h00-12h00 
 

Monday 21 September 
Grade 12 Trial Exams 

MATH/MLIT P2 (3hrs) : 09h00-
12h00 
DRMA (3hrs) : 14h00-17h00 

 

Tuesday 22 September 
Grade 12 Trial Exams 

LFSC P2 (2½hrs) : 09h00-11h30 
 

Wednesday 23 September 
Grade 12 Trial Exams 

ECON P2 (2hrs) : 09h00-11h00 
VSLA Practical Moderation : 09h00 
 

Thursday 24 September 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY : HERITAGE DAY 
 

Friday 25 September 
Grade 12 Trial Exams 

PHSC P1 (3hrs) : 09h00-12h00 
Grade 8-11 School Holiday 
 

Monday 28 September 
Grade 12 Trial Exams 

PHSC P2 (3hrs) : 09h00-12h00 
BSTD P1 (2hrs) : 14h00-16h00 

 

Tuesday 29 September 
Grade 12 Trial Exams 

GEOG P1 (3hrs) : 09h00-12h00 

MUSC P1 (3hrs) : 09h00-12h00 
GEOG P2 (1½hrs) : 14h00-15h30 

 

Wednesday 30 September 
Grade 12 Trial Exams 

ACCN P2 (2hrs) : 09h00-11h00 
MUSC P2 (1½hrs) : 09h00-10h30 
VSLA (3hrs) : 09h00-12h00 

 

Thursday 1 October 
Guided Run @ Bike & Bean : 6am 
Grade 12 Trial Exams 

HIST P2 (3hrs) : 09h00-12h00 
GRDS P2 (2hrs) : 14h00-16h00 

 

Friday 2 October  
Grade 12 Trial Exams 

BSTD P2 (2hrs) : 09h00-11h00 
DHS Foundation Trust Golf Day @ Mt 

Edgecombe Country Club 
 

Tuesday 20 October 
SGB Parents AGM & Budget Meeting : 

17h30 : D C Thompson Hall 
 

Friday 23 October  
End of Term 3 
 

Monday 2 November  
Term 4 Begins 
 

Thursday 5 November  
NSC - Matric Final Exams Begin 
 

Weeks Ahead 

♦ Adam Mohamed, scored 100 
per cent in the first round of 
the National Computer 
Programming Olympiad 
2020. He is a self-taught 
programmer who has also 
taught himself A Level 
Cambridge Computer 
Sciences this year and ran an 
elective course at the school 
for other budding 
programmers to teach them 
Python coding. As a result of 
his achievement, Adam has 
been nominated as a Spar 
Super Star and needs our 
votes to win. Go to 
https://bereamail.co.za/spar-
school-stars/ to support him 
and vote.  

Congratulations! 
 ♦ Obakhe Delubom & Quincy 

Hitler both achieved A+ 
symbols in their Final 
Practical Examinations for 
Music. 

♦ Congratulations to Mr 
Michael Baker (Director of 
Hockey at DHS) as he has 
been appointed the KZN 
Raiders ladies coach for 2021 
and 2022. 

♦ Ezra Munien received full 
marks in the written test and 
won an Outstanding Award in 
the 13th Chinese Bridge 
Chinese Proficiency 
Competition for Secondary 
School Students. This annual 
competition, held by UJCI 

(University of Johannesburg 
Confucius Institute) and the 
Chinese Embassy in South 
Africa, is a contest for foreign 
students on their mastery of 
the Chinese language. Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
competition was held online 
this year. The judges and 
audience were all impressed 
by Ezra’s fluent speech of a 
Mandarin learning story and 
singing performance of a 
Chinese popular song. 

♦ Congratulations to Mr 
Michael Baker (Director of 
Hockey at DHS) as he has 
been appointed the KZN 
Raiders ladies coach for 2021 
and 2022. 

 

The Annual General Meeting for 
2020 & the Budget Meeting for 

2021  
will take place at the School on 

Tuesday 20 October 2020,  
in the D C Thompson Hall at 

17h30 
 

SGB Parents AGM 
& Budget Notice 
of Meeting 
 

mailto:sdrew@durbanhighschool.co.za
https://bereamail.co.za/spar-school-stars/
https://bereamail.co.za/spar-school-stars/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standard_Chinese

