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Welcome to Durban High School. If you are reading
this, chances are that you have a son and are
considering his educational options. Or you may
be interested in the various dynamics that drive
some schools to become state-of-the-art centres of
learning.

a herITAGE OF EXCELLENCE
To discover more about DHS and what this School is really all about, you
are invited to read this prospectus.
A prospectus is by definition a document or package that explains what
an organisation, an institution or a place of learning has to offer. It should
list amongst other things, the services, facilities, benefits, differentiating
advantages and track history of the organisation, within the context of
the attributes of similar bodies. Above all it should elucidate and inform.
So what does DHS have to offer your son? Where does this 150-year-old
school fit into the history of one of Africa’s great port cities? And more
significantly, what relevance does it have to Durban?
First and foremost DHS has always been a good school. DHS has a history
of strong and professional educators and administrators. The School has
provided a safe, clean, caring and well-organised school climate that has
always been conducive to learning. DHS offers an ongoing assessment
system that supports good instruction. And it has always striven for
high levels of parent and community involvement and support. In the
sporting arena, DHS has excelled. Its learners have always ranked among
the best young sportsmen in the city and province. Many of them have
gone on to become leading figures on the national sporting scene.
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These are all attributes of a good school and there are
some very good schools in South Africa today. But what
else matters when a school like DHS is described as
having ‘a heritage of excellence’?
Let us pause briefly and examine an excerpt from Roy
Campbell’s The Horses of the Carmargue. Campbell,
recognised as one of the 20th Century’s foremost poets,
was a son of DHS. In this, the final stanza of perhaps
his best-known work, his evocative imagery describes
a pocket of excellence in the exquisite wetland
Carmargue region of southern France.

“Still out of hardship bred,
Spirits of power and beauty and delight
Have ever on such frugal pastures fed
And loved to course with tempests through
the night.”
There is of course an analogy here. The indigenous
horses that dominate this wonderful landscape are
the products of a real, no-nonsense, natural process.
They have emerged as “spirits of power and beauty and
delight”. They are aesthetically and functionally unique.
History confirms that the men who have emerged from
DHS since its humble beginnings in a small building in
Smith Street, Central Durban in 1866, have been the
product of a real, meaningful and relevant education.
This has been a process that has instilled: discipline, the
value of an inquiring mind, critical thinking, far-ranging
knowledge and how to tell the difference between
wrong and right. Their intellectual capabilities have
been stretched and challenged; their world view has
been expanded and balanced.
A quick glance at its alumni reveals that a certain
indomitable spirit has prevailed. In almost every sector
of society far and wide: in politics, sport, business
leadership, the arts and education … thousands of
DHS Old Boys have excelled, often in more than one
discipline. When the time has come to take a stand on
the side that is morally right, but not necessarily always
the most popular, DHS men have invariably stepped
up to the mark, displaying physical courage, tenacity,
authority and emotional maturity.

This, then, is the heritage of excellence that we refer
to. Like Roy Campbell’s magnificent horses of the
Carmargue, boys steeped in a tradition of excellence at
DHS become well-rounded individuals - ready, willing,
and capable of making a positive difference to society.
This, too, is the relevance of DHS as a school in the
heart of the community of Durban. This positive
learning node has become one of those vital pockets
of excellence that South Africa will be counting on
increasingly in the years that lie ahead.
In the pages that follow, this prospectus will outline
what DHS has to offer in the areas of education, culture,
sport and leadership. There is no doubt that any boy
at this institution has the prospect of optimising his
education.

Heritage of
Excellence...

... in all of its aspects. But for any
person considering sending
his or her son to this School, it
should be borne in mind that
possibly the most important
aspect of a DHS education is the
opportunity to become part of
that unique process that we call
our “Heritage of Excellence”.

Academics
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Academic education is one of
the great challenges of the 21st
Century. We live in a society that
is changing with exponential
rapidity. It is governed by shifting
and blindingly quick technologies,
environmental challenges and
alarming conflict patterns. It is into
this world that all school-leaving
adults are launched. The boys, who
are becoming men at DHS, are no
exception.
Cognisant of the demands that will
be made on the adults of tomorrow,
DHS prepares its learners with
the best possible education in
this regard. Academic education
is perhaps the most important
component of this preparation
and extends far beyond the
achievement of exam results.

Year in and year out, DHS is one of the stellar performers when the
province’s matric results are listed, with an 86% matric exemption rate
over the past five years. The School frequently has learners in the top 10
candidate rating. A aggregates and subject distinctions are widely achieved
on an annual basis and numerous successes have been notched up in the
field of Olympiads and Science Expositions over the years.
These quantifiable successes are necessary if DHS is to be measured
among the top academic institutions in South Africa. However, by its own
standards, through a commitment to its “Heritage of Excellence” ethos,
they are not always enough. The DHS holistic approach to education

“May each and every one
of them ever remember
that as he is, so is his
School.”
D C Thompson, 9th Head Master of Durban
High School.
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SUBJECTS OFFERED:
DHS offers the following subjects in
the GET and FET phases:
• Accounting
• Afrikaans First Additional

which incorporates a host of finely-tuned variables to prepare for the future
prevails. This is an inclusive process for all boys, from average learners to top
academics. It is underpinned by rock- solid support structures and a highly
qualified, dedicated, responsive and committed staff who are passionate
in their vocation and accomplished in their various fields. Classes are
organised to be on average, less than 30-strong and boys are individually
assisted through a goal setting system.
This individual support is augmented by a career guidance and a counselling
infrastructure that encourages boys to assess critically their strengths
and weaknesses. This practice assists them in their choice of subjects and
potential career paths.
The successes of alumni in various academic pursuits bears testimony to
the preparation provided by DHS during their vital senior school stage.
This preparation is extended to encompass new options and possibilities
for learners as we embark on a new and exciting journey in education, the
National Senior Certificate (NSC) for Grade 12 learners.
DHS facilities are top-notch. Our Media Centre includes a contemporary
library, state-of-the-art IT and audio-visual centres. The School is embarking
on an extensive upgrade of existing classrooms and specialised facilities,
such as laboratories and dramatic arts venues.

Our academic programme
encourages our learners to
critically analyse information
and so adjust their
understanding of the world
around them based on
what they discover.

Language
• Business Studies
• Dramatic Arts
• Economics
• Engineering Graphics and
Design
• English Home Language
• Geography
• History
• Information Technology
• Life Orientation
• Life Sciences
• Mathematics or Mathematical
Literacy
• Physical Sciences
• Visual Arts
• isiZulu First Additional
Language

EXTRA-MURAL
ACTIVITIES
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In its one and a half centuries of existence, DHS has
produced some of the finest sportsmen in their
respective fields in the world. Batsmen who have
delighted crowds with stroke play of timeless elegance,
rugby players with flair and guts; other individuals who
have excelled in water sports: surfing, life saving, water
polo, canoeing and swimming. There have been golfers,
tennis players, hockey players and the list goes on...
Sport has always been important at DHS. It is an
integral part of the School’s “Heritage of Excellence”.
This is not just about being in the winning team and
succeeding for the sake of success. Yes, it is important
to be competitive. However, being good at sport at
DHS means far more than trouncing the opposition and
covering oneself with glory.

SPORT AT DHS
“Learn life lessons every day.”
Hashim Amla Captain of the national Protea
cricket team and rated as one of the top
batsmen in the world (DHS 2001)

The best and most successful sportsmen, some of them
world-famous, who came through this School have
always been the individuals who learned to respect
others and through that process, acquired their own
self-esteem. These have been humble people who,
through the medium of intense sporting rivalry, have
gleaned some of the great lessons in life.
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At DHS, sport is the crucible where many life lessons are forged and
permanently formed. How to win and lose graciously; how to pick a path
on a difficult road; how to hold your head up high when all else around
you is failing. These are some of the life lessons that the DHS sportsman
learn in the great sporting tradition of this School. There is space for every
boy to benefit from sport here - not just the talented and brilliant - but also
the average youth who may go further in other arenas, but still needs and
craves the physical return that only sport can offer.
With an exceptional track record in all sport disciplines, it comes as no
surprise that we have excellent facilities and skilled coaches. Consequently,
a number of talented individuals go on to build professional careers in the
sport of their choosing.
We offer a dedicated Sports Academy that, run on an intra-curricular basis,
specialises in rugby, cricket, football, hockey, water polo and basketball with coaching as well as team opportunities for a variety of other sports.
Through sports we instil the values of loyalty and respect; we underpin
the meaning of achievement in equal measure with the meaning of good
sportsmanship and teach that DHS sportsmen are always ambassadors for
their School.
Our teams frequently tour South Africa and play abroad on a regular basis,
with high levels of provincial and national representation by our boys. We
have a proud history on the rugby field and in aquatics and have won SA
Schools titles in surfing and canoeing in recent years. We have also fielded
one of the best school basketball teams nationally. Our consistency as a
major force in South African schools cricket continues from year to year,
with DHS being recognised as one of the top cricket schools in the country,
having produced 67 SA Schools and Springbok/Protea players, the highest
number from one school in the country.

Sports offered at DHS:
• Athletics
• Badminton
• Basketball
• Cricket
• Cross Country
• Football
• Golf
• Hockey
• Indoor Hockey
• Rugby
• Rugby Sevens
• Softball
• Sport Climbing
• Squash
• Surfing
• Swimming
• Tennis
• Water Polo
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Culture is one of the things that make us human. Culture shifts history:
changing cultures can topple governments, alters global perceptions,
creates or extinguishes conflicts. Culture feeds off itself and is today a
primary driver of human behaviour and society.
At DHS we recognise the huge need for human expression. This is a need
that should be harnessed to enable an appropriate and full evolution of
the individual. The time period spent by a boy at senior school comprises
a narrow window of opportunity. However, it is perhaps the most crucial
developmental stage of his life.
To cater for this need we offer a wide range of cultural activities that
encourage self-expression, enhance self-confidence, facilitate the
exploration of creativity and develop talents.
We have staff members who understand the wide and varied cultural needs
of the individual. These members organise and manage these activities with
passion and dedication. They spend countless extra hours of their time in
the pursuit of excellence in their respective fields of expertise.
The Cultural Activities Committee, chaired by the Head of Cultural Activities,
is a body that oversees cultural life at DHS. It also makes recommendations
for awards made to those who have excelled in various cultural spheres.

culture AT DHS
“Never lose your sense
of wonder.”
World authority in Paleontology,
three times Nobel nominee and first
president of NUSAS, Professor Phillip
Tobias (DHS 1942)

SEABROOKE’S THEATRE
Seabrooke’s Theatre is a comfortable 103-seat, air-conditioned theatre used
by the School’s Dramatic Arts Department as well as amateur or professional
companies and groups.
It has basic lighting and sound facilities, an ample foyer area, box office and
ablution facilities. The stage has an adjustable false proscenium arch.
Other facilities include the Horsefly Café, next to the theatre, and dressing
rooms below. Secure parking is available.

PERFORMING ARTS
The Performing Arts Competition is an annual event that showcases
the talents of DHS boys. Of their own accord, boys enter in any of three
categories: music, dance or drama. After a series of selection processes, the
finalists perform for the public in Seabrooke’s Theatre. Adjudicators, with
professional experience, decide on the winners in the various categories.
The event is invariably of exceptional standard and the variety of talent
on display always pleases the audience, giving testimony to the School’s
enormous diversity.

Café Concert/Cultural Evenings
A Café Concert is held once a year to celebrate the musical and theatrical
talent that characterises this School at a relaxed, varied and creative supper
theatre type evening. Annual cultural evenings are held to showcase the
Indian and isiZulu cultures through song and dance. Our boys participate
on a voluntary basis and the calibre and standard of all the performances is
extremely high.

A comprehensive cultural
programme that caters
for a wide variety of
interests includes:
• Chess
• Debating
• DHS Choir (trained by a
professional Choirmaster)
• Drama Club
• Drumline
• Eastern Cultural Society
• Film Unit/Photography Club
• Guitar Club
• Instrumental Ensemble/Brass
Band
• Keyboard Club
• Mambazo Singers
• Poetry Club
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Part of preparing our boys for life, is preparing them for
leadership. DHS has a history of producing outstanding
leaders in various field including Cabinet Minister Alec
Erwin and a former Lord Mayor of London, Sir Gavyn
Arthur. DHS is recognised as a top school in the country
for producing South Africa’s leaders.
If there is any doubt about the ability of DHS to produce
leaders both locally and internationally, a quick glance
at the 20 pages on Wikipedia listing prominent DHS Old
Boys will silence it. However, at Durban High School we
are not satisfied with those 20 pages, we are committed
to adding to those pages year by year. In our continued
efforts to develop leaders for the 21st Century, we
recognize that it will take a combination of valuing
tradition and seeking innovation.
At DHS we believe that while it may not be possible to
offer every boy a leadership position at the School, we
can help every one of them grow in their leadership skills.
The leadership programme at DHS therefore consists of a
number of different initiatives.

Leadership

Leadership Programme:
• School Prefectship
• RCL (Representative Council of Learners)
• Blackmore Prefectship
• House Prefectship
• Mentorship
• Co-curricular Captains
• Class Captains
• Cobham Drakensberg Hike in Grade 10
• Outdoor Camps in Grades 8 & 9
• Work Experience
• Community Service

Some Notable Alumni:
Sport:  Hashim Amla, Lance Klusener,
Barry Richards, Jon Kent, Lee Ervine, BJ Botha,
Alistair Hargreaves, Greg Rawlinson,
Antonie Claassen, Rory Sabbatini, Mike Cullen,
Adrian Hansen, Hank McGregor, Jason Ribbink,
David Weare
Politics: Sir Gavyn Arthur, Sir Albert Robinson,
Alec Erwin
Academics: Sir Aaron Klug, Professor Phillip Tobias,
Dr Ian Robertson, Dr John Bradford, Nicholas Spaull
Nobel Prizes: Sir Aaron Klug, Prof Tobias
(nominated three times)
Business: Stephen Saad, Christopher Seabrooke,
Bronek Masojada, Dr Johnathan Beare,
Howard Buttery, Pat Goss, Sizwe Nxedlana
Military:  Major Edwin Swales (VC, DFC),
S/Ldr Geoff Chater (DFC), Lt Guy Brokensha (DFC),
Sgt Peter Keogh (MC)
Cultural:  Roy Campbell, Fernando Pessoa,
Noel Langley, Neil Coppen, Liam Magner (Veranda
Panda)

The
Blackmore life

Only at boarding school can you
live with your friends during your
most impressionable teenage
years. You learn to
embrace differences and
celebrate diversity, an asset for
you in any future field of study
or work environment in South
Africa, or indeed, the world.

15

HONOUR THE TRADITION

0

EXPLORE THE FUTURE

years

Boys at DHS belong to one of six houses. Each house is
named in honour of a historical DHS figure and has its
own colour:
•  Swales - Old Gold
•  Grice - Turquoise
•  Langley - Red
•  Campbell - Green
•  Payne - Oxford Blue
•  Blackmore - White
The last house on the list is the one that accommodates
the Boarders at DHS. Blackmore House is “home at
School” for up to 130 boys. This house itself is an
“institution within an institution” with a proud record
that stretches back for more than a century.
Blackmore House is often referred to as “the backbone
of the School”. Discipline and good manners are
hallmarks of a tradition that requires exemplary
personal behaviour and conduct to be high priorities.

Blackmore House
“Vuthu usatana – play
with more fire!”
Rugby coach extraordinaire and educator,
Skonk Nicholson (DHS 1935)

The Boarders’ needs are well catered for with
excellent food, IT services, television and audiovisual facilities. The comfortable dormitories each
accommodate a maximum of 12 boys. They go
home most weekends and usually return on Sunday
evening or Monday morning.
Any parent can be at ease with the knowledge that
his or her son is in good hands at Blackmore House.
Every Boarder is cared for in a safe and structured
environment, while he enjoys the famous Blackmore
camaraderie. He grows both mentally and physically
while acquiring valuable life skills that will equip
him to address the challenges of an ever-changing
society. His boarding experience will make him
confident and eager to face an adult future with
vigour and enthusiasm.

Blackmore House Boarders are
expected to commit themselves to,
and adhere to, these guidelines:
• Uphold the rules, regulations and
traditions of the House
• Treat all other members of the House
with respect
• Be self-disciplined at all times
• Be loyal to the House and its
members
• Be honest and have integrity
• Be well-mannered
• Be helpful to fellow Boarders
• Help maintain House spirit
• Wear the School uniform with pride
and be smart in appearance
• Show sportsmanship on the sports
field
• Give of one’s best in every situation
• Take pride in all activities
• Honour all relationships

VISION STATEMENT
Producing young men of
integrity and excellence
who will form the
backbone of our School
and eventually of our
nation.
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255 St Thomas Road
Musgrave
Durban
4001
Tel: +27 (0) 31 2771500
Email  • admin@durbanhighschool.co.za
Web: durbanhighschool.co.za

